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negotiated with Burma and an enlightened constitution has
been recently adopted in Ceylon; the U.S.S.R. is nominally a
political union of so-called Autonomous Republics in which
regional cultural diversities are encouraged, but economic and
strategic matters are co-ordinated in an all-embracing, planned
organization which is not only directed from, but imposed by,
the central government in Moscow.
There can be no doubt, then, that great progress has been
made towards self-government by the backward peoples;
in consequence, the idea of their inferiority is in process of
transformation, and largely because of the accumulation of
knowledge of the conditions under which they live. Studies
such as Lord Hailey's African Survey, official government
reports, including censuses, and the researches of Russian
geographers, anthropologists, geologists and others in Soviet
Asia, have provided the basic information without which
political systems cannot be successfully established except
perhaps by the use of military force. Little of this work has
been done by political geographers as such, but the subject
matter which is being rapidly gathered together gives
increasingly valuable foundations for their assessments of
world affairs and especially of the relationships between
advanced and backward peoples.
These three examples, covering as they do the analysis
of the physical and human conditions which underlie the
relationships between groups of people, the recognition of
the existence of danger areas where maladjustments have not
yet been rectified, and the cartographic representation of the
results of these studies, indicate some of the main elements
in the field of investigation of the political geographer in
international affairs. Many aspects of the problems which
are inherent in the global political pattern are beyond his
competence; the details of legal, technological and ideological
matters, for instance, lie outside his scope, nor is it his aim to
produce grandiose schemes for the purposes of military
conquest. On the other hand, he sees that international affairs
are necessarily the results of inter-State relationships conducted
on a territorial stage, and will remain so while the world is
divided into numerous completely independent political